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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HORSFORD).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 9, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN
HORSFORD to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

————
PASS USMCA NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
week, I hope and I pray that we are on
the verge of passing the United States-
Mexico-Canada trade deal, a deal that
will literally mean millions of dollars
in new market opportunities for Kan-
sas agriculture products, new customs
and trade rules for our small busi-
nesses, and thousands of new jobs for
Kansas that will allow more goods and
materials to be manufactured in this
great country.

Today, once again, I join nearly 160
of my colleagues in signing a letter
urging Speaker PELOSI to hold a vote
on this trade agreement. The agree-
ment will set farmers, ranchers, work-
ers, and businesses in Kansas up for
long-term success. This will lead to
more exports, more jobs, and higher
wages. It would be a great Christmas
present for all of Kansas and for all the
hardworking Americans across this
great Nation.

With now just 2 weeks remaining, the
House has so far squandered this entire
first session of the 116th Congress.
There is no excuse for holding a trade
agreement up that is expected to cre-
ate 176,000 jobs, deliver a $70 billion
boost to our economy, and make us
stronger in our trade negotiations with
China.

Speaker PELOSI, I beg you, stop put-
ting politics ahead of our producers.
The House has a great chance to secure
a victory for the American people.
Let’s deliver a win for our economy,
pass the United States-Mexico-Canada
trade agreement, and give America a
great Christmas present this year.

CELEBRATING THE COMPANIONSHIP OF PETS

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
week is pet week in our office, to cele-
brate our furry companions and the
happiness they bring to our lives.

In this spirit, this is an opportunity
to recognize that the pet food industry
is simply huge for Kansas. Pet food
manufacturers in the animal health
corridor stretching from Manhattan,
Kansas, to Columbia, Missouri, and
from Emporia, Kansas, to Omaha, Ne-
braska, account for more than half of
all pet industry sales in the United
States and provide thousands of jobs to
Kansans.

Many of our State’s finest agri-
culture commodities go into our do-
mestic animal food production net-
work. As companion animal pet prod-
ucts gain a larger foothold in the over-
all food market, it is vital we continue

to do all we can to capitalize on that
growth and deliver high-paying new
jobs for Kansas and encourage the de-
velopment of the industry to not only
benefit our farmers but all of Kansas.

Aside from the obvious economic rea-
sons to support the pet food industry in
our State, there are genuine benefits of
companion animals to humans. Pet
ownership has grown for a reason.
Many studies show that having a com-
panion animal, a pet, in the home can
reduce depression and blood pressure
and provide other mental health bene-
fits. Additionally, there is incredible
work being done with companion ani-
mals for our military servicemembers
when they return home suffering from
PTSD and other mental and physical
challenges.

Some of the most successful and in-
novative pet companies in the world
are in Kansas, incorporating our agri-
culture products in their pet food sup-
ply. There is a direct link between the
pet food industry and the Kansas econ-
omy, and I will continue to work to ex-
pand those opportunities for the indus-
try, both domestically and, very impor-
tantly, internationally.

The House has a chance to secure and
encourage pet innovation going on
across the country. We look forward to
that market growing.

————

SENATE SHOULD ACT ON HOUSE-
PASSED BILLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. HAALAND) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. HAALAND. Mr. Speaker, I re-
flect on all that House Democrats have
done for the people this year and how
much harm the grim reaper of the Sen-
ate, MITCH MCCONNELL, has done by
purposefully stalling our legislative
agenda.

Our Democratic House majority has
worked relentlessly for the people to
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